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i tus panorama status us a typical *remuyivaiua Sitjt eoai mine ana commututx. 'i tie mine, itself und the tipple are seen on the extreme left, while on the right are grouped some miners' cottages

By Theodore M. Knappen
Pittsburgh, Nov. 6.

(¦^OAL MINING is a rural
rather than an urban in-

-^ dustry, and the miners are

to be considered as villagers
lather than as cits. There are some

large cities whose population is
largely made up of coal .miners.
such as Springfield, 111., and Scran-
ton, Pa., but the major part of the
«.oal miners of America live in small
iwns and villages-.hundreds of

them having virtually no population
itaide the miners and their fami¬

lies. These vilage groups of people
with the same industrial an« liveli¬
hood interest have nta«le organiza¬
tion of the miners into unions com¬

paratively easj. For the same rea¬

son they require less leadership and
direction in carrying on a strike
than if they were dispersed in a

large and diverse population.
Coal is found in almost every sort

f topographical environment that
the continent, offers. You will find
miners working in the pinnacled
îountalns of Washington *nd Brit¬

ish Columbia on the very verge of
the snow line, and you will find them
burrowing underground in t!. level
prairies of Kansas and Oklahoma,
the rolling hills of Iowa, the fiat
lands of Illinois and Ohio and in all
the reaches of the Appalachian
mountain system southwestward of
NewYoA.

In ill the agricultural regions
where coal abounds the farmer and
the miner live side by side, ami
work the one above the other. The
one extracts from the depths of the
earth the converted vegetation of,
geologic ages near to the birth of
the world, while, the otl r grows
on its surface the economic vege¬
tation of the human age.

A Shock
Coal is associated with the man¬

ufacturing industries, and one nat¬

urally thinks of the coal miner as a

dweller in congested communities
.a man who passes nis days in sub
terranean darkness and gloom anc

his nights in crowded tenement
slums. So it is with something o1
a shock of the incongruous when
motoring along .a pleasant countrj
road, you suddenly meet a throng
of black-faced men with miners

lamp-ca] s. Almost, before yoi
realize it a turn of the roa«

plunges you into a coal mining
community se» down in the
of farms.

For th( mo I part these n ¡nil
villages an as architecturally hide
ous as the grin y woi ker :.i<- un

lovely. In 'in.untry, they are dis
inctl i not of il AM ai m ! rise th

curved hill With their great sweep
i oí fiel un their groves am
" orchards and their nestling farm

bouses. Beyond, in this foothil
country of western Pennsylvania
ascend the blue ridges of the* distan
mountains. Below are the smokim
»tacks of the mine powerhouse an
above are herds of cattle. It is bu
a 8tep across a road from the hue
died dwellings of the mine worker
to the wide spaces of the fields. Hit:
den in gulches and valleys, the mir
mg villages do not greatly affect th
general rural aspect, but th
«dreams, running yellow with th
sulphur water pumped from th
mines and lacking nil aquatic lif«
tell the tale of man's marring ac
tivities.

The Tipple
The mine, of course, is the eon te

of the village. It may be a shaf
mine or a drift, that is, a tunne
mine; but in either case the chie
object that marks its presence is thi
tipple. If the mine is operated b}
electricity, as many are these days
there may not be a powerhous«
briching black clouds of smoke frorr,

its tall stacks. The tipple is the
slanting structure that stands over J
the hoisting shaft or at the entrance
of the drift, into which the coal is
hoisted or trammed and within
which is housed the machinery that
dumps the skips and conveys the
coal to the cars waiting underneath.
It is the shipping shed of the mine,
It and the powerhouses are about
all that is visible of a coal mine.
The "works" are below the surface.

Even the largest mines are dis¬
appointingly not in evidence by sur¬

face activities and structures. Not
far from the tipple will be the com¬

pany store and then near by are

rows and rows of houses built on the
same, usually ugly, plan and usually
painted the same dreary maroon or

dirty gray.
Until recent years all the houses

in a mining village were exactly
like each other in their ugliness,
and also like thtise of every othe*r
village. They are these elder
ir. jnstrosities--. two-family houses,

with the front and back yards and
porches divided precisely in the
middle by fences and partitions.

¡ They have two stories and generally
nave four or five rooms on each

'side*. The only attractive« thing
about them is the rent, which ranges
from $5 t«) $1'2 a month. I should
say that that is the only attractive
feature as they were originally built,
for most of them nowadays have
flower gardens in front and vege-
table gardens behind, and even a

patch of lawn
In all the older villages the btink-

hou o and the boarding-house are

gone. erhaps because they are

so neat* to roomy nature, the for-
'igners who constitute the bulk of
the coa! miners in these parts have
adopted higher standards of living
much mort' rapidly than their breth-
ren of the steel mills. A bachelor
has a hard time of it to find quar¬
ters, and the housewife thinks her¬
self quite above taking boarders.

Finding a Boarding-House
A mine superintendent in a vil-

i läge near Pittsburgh, having en-
gaged two likely new men the other
day, assured them that he would
find them a boarding place, so, tak-
ing them in tow, he called on a cer¬
tain Mrs. Miner, who was not en-
cumbered with a numerous prog-
eny. In his best manner he aSked
her if she would consider taking
on the two men.
"Does your wife take boarders?"

she countered, and changed the sub¬
ject to the weather.

"Oh. they're coming fast," sair.
this superintendent, talking aboul
his people. "We don't seem to neer
much Americanization assistanct
here.at least so far as ambition is
concerned. These people are thrifty
but they live to live. They earn

liberally and provide well. No sow-

belly and ohl country soup for them

It 's a Grimy Trade From First to Last

Above» - Grading
coal into the c»*rs

eft..The depths:
A pneumo-ele«;tric
«inching machine

and operator. The
seam of coal is only
bree and a half
.el thick

Right. iakinsfcoke

"Picking" the root to remove impurities as it passes on conveyors from the tipple to the cars

with a bit of meat once a week.
Come over here to the company
store and take a look around."

"Does this look like the intolei

able conditions President Lewis of]
tin* mine workers talks about.?''
asked the storekeeper as he* pulled
down heaps eif excellent $j and $G

shoes of the product, of 1916 that
he Ims been unable to sell because
the workers demanded the best and
associated it with the prevailing $10

to $15 prices for this year's styles.
"Why. 1 haven't, soi«! a read;

miele suit to a miner this year for
less than $50. They have made up
their mincis that n«> good, suit Hells
for less than that price, and that is
all there is to it."
The sales records showed that the

women were buying georgette waists
at $10 to $15 each and the late t
ideas, in suits As for the miner's
table, nothing gee- buf the besl cuts
of meat from scrupulously sanitary
cooling rooms and the front rank of
every seasonable vegetable and fru
including some that are nol se ison

Saving Money on an Army job
f B "A H ).'R1*] is surcease anil balm

È for the overtaxed citizen in
j»_ these hectic days of billion-

dollar governmental budgets
and departmental squandering e>f
public funds to know that there is at
least one branch of the United
»States servie'e that not only is pay¬
ing its own way, but which to date
has earned hundreds of thousands of
dollars for the Administration's
coffers.

Peculiarly enough, this thrifty
group of governmental workers is
a cog in the army machine, the or¬

ganization which has been roa-tel
to a brown turn because of its
wastefulness during the war. It is

the Labor Employment Branch of
the United States Army, with head¬
quarters at 54 Dey Street, and when
its service record is written.though
it may be garnished with silver

chevrons, denoting exclusively at-'¡
home service.the public will 1 e

prmid to acclaim it. Under the guid¬
ance of Captain A. B. Cox, the of¬
ficer in charge, this bureau has ac¬

complished the following "big
things":

1, Provided all the longshoremen,
dock hands and laborers required
for the movement of army tuippiies
and troops during the war. Eighty
thousand such applications have
been passed on.

it. Employed steward*, coal pass
or.-, 'ieck hands and machinists need-

oi army transports. More than
500 have been handled.

:;. Administered all the insurance
required m the employment of these
men and paid promptly and efficient¬
ly ai! claims.

4. lias been so discerning and
cautious in its operations that de¬
spite the thousands of workers as¬

signed who were theretofor« im-i

known to the bureau not one overt
act has resulted not an explosion
or outrage of any sort during the
entire period of the war.

The amount of money saved can¬
not be figured to the elollar, because
of the fluctuating scale adopted by
the shipmasters and other agents
v in) formerly supplied workers to
the government, at an average cost
of $20 a man, but it is certain that
it has totaled nearly $1,000,000 in
the employing department of the
bureau alone.

Insurance premiums paiel on the
policies held for the workers for¬
merly amounted to considerably
more than $1,000,000 a year. All
this money is saved by the insur¬
ance anel compensation department,
under the direction of Captait» Al¬
bert M. Petite, a veteran officer who
has proved himself as adept in his
new calling as he was in the nu-

merous campaigns in which he par
ticipated.

Captain Cox, whose official title
is. Officer in Charge of Labor, Office
of the Port Utilities Officer, super¬
vises the entire establishment, which
occupies three floors, in the Dey
.Street, Building, and he is at his

»desk for hours every day, taking an
active part in the work of all de¬
partments. One hundred per cent
efficient himself, he has with him
a staff just as capable, consequently
the bureau is a hive of industry
from morning till night.

Creed, color ami even experience
.excepting in the technical v

are not considered at the Armj Em¬
ployment Branch. AU a man has
to prove when he seeks work is thaf
he has a good record in' civil life
and is physically tit for the job foi
which he applies.

' able. Mrs>. Miner demands fresh
battue.: the year around anej is an

eager buyer of the advance guard of
each fruit or vegetable as the sea¬

sons roll around.
This is not profligacy, either, oh,

you white-collared city dweller.
These miners can afford to pamper
their tastes and appetites. With my
own eyes I saw pay rolls that con-

tained items of $100 a month for ma-

chine coal cutters and any number of
"loaders" who had from $50 to SGO
a week set down opposite their
names.and not a man on the list,
even tha most humble common

laborer, drawing less than $5.05 for
an ei»iht-hour day. And rent not

more than $12 a month, and cheap
coal, and a company store that knows
not of profiteering:

Pure Air
The houses may bei ugly, but they

are cheap, and they are swept by

the pure air of the country and sur-

;.i by lovely vistas just beyond
th« ramshackle back fence. And the
miners take advantage of the coun¬

try. In every house is a shotgun or!
a rifle, or, maybe, both. The strike
order came into effect on November
1 ; the hunting season opened the
samo day. The operators had to
wait until Monday to know whether
the men liad gone hunting or strik¬
ing.

There's no deadly grind for the
m ners proper. They work when
they f« like fhej measure their
v\ orí* .. thei r eut;,in and th« ir m .¦

sities rather than by the number of
hours. The eight-hour day is only a
kii d of maximum that they mostly
ignore. One miner will get out a
hundred tons of coal in live days
ami another won't get out eighty ir
six «lavs. The superior workmar
feel that he has earned a day off
whenever he feels like it. Or, if hi
ha cleaned up the pile of coal that
the cutters and the shooters threv
down fur him at a certain face, h<
picks up his kit and trudges to th«
shaft, even if he has worked on!;five or six hours.

Besides, the world is very delight
ful above, there are squirrels in th
woods and rabbits in the bushes-
ami there isn't much life and joy i
an underground hole that may L
only three feet high. Also, it
lonely. In most mine work th
worker toils ahme in his room in th
coal seam with none but the feeb
light of his head lamp, which, by th
way, is nowadays likely to be a
electric light fed from a sma

storage battery strapped o hi
waist.
The mino is dark i

seams very cramped à
it is damp, but there ::

summer or snow in wint<
It is neither very c

very warm in summer. P
ventilating fans and
the air pure, ami th
train;
trams that haul the
the hoisting si
minds him that he is -.-

with the outei world.

Reduced Hazards
To be sure, there a

culiar to mining, but the;
greatly reduced in recent >

law and by preventiv
Modern system and machinery
taken much of the hard tc
the mines. The fa»:»;: of the
cut into by a sort of cuttii
electrically operate^
holes are punched or < r

other machines, and 1
has only to shovel u]
is thrown dow*n for

blasts, ßhore up his wo

and smooth off the ceil
chamber. Even the sal old
mule is getting his freedom,
electric trolleys pull t le *' ago
through the drift entries.

So, after seeing all this
to store and residence Í ¦:

non-union miner whal
about. As he had worked o

hours that day, he
out the six-hour demand, i

didn't work more than a

week unless ha felt like it b
couldn't fathom the five-day demai
About all he could make out of i*
was that the strikers wai '

work still less and make still
Of course, it mast be remembered-

in ail fairness, that these we

Pennsylvania mines and miners aif

about the most happily situated h
the country. When they car.

full car supply from the railroaei
they can run every working day
the year, including the forn
list of church holidays, and ti e
men know little of th< f
famine alternations that char; \
ize some mining districts. In i
districts the miners explain
their five-day week and six
day is nothing more than an
to stabilize production in an
to force a uniform de-m«
ly, they say, take it the pel
through, they don't work a

much now, Viewed in thai
they ara striking for moi
.--lead of less, but in any a
a higher rate

On the Snrfacr
While underground condition

improving from year to year,
surface environment also is ge
better. The new mining towns .«

not ugly monotones. The two-ste
eyesores in maroon and gray a

giving way to cheerful one-f
bungalows, the muddy lunes to trii
ly concreted streets, tl
front yards to smooth lawns
tubs are being more freely
duced, now that the foreigners
beginning to use them légitimât
instead of as storage chests for
or the family baking, and the be
managed mines are putting in a
shower bath and locker equipr
at the n^n«**.-', so that your $3,00
a-year worker can look the parthe goes to and returns from
work, and not, as now, like an
caped burnt-cork actor.«specwhen he is ridieng in his own

After all, it may be that tl
tolerable conditions tiiat Mr. 1
complains of arc only the
aroused by too much prospetThat'« what the min superintt
ent thought when his mvn t
him that they would e*uit it
not add garages to their $12
month house». But he added the


